
 

  

 

 

 

CALENDER & COMING EVENTS 

09/12   DX EC Meeting, at Pegah’s, 2122 W.87th St, 

Lenexa, KS; be there at 5:30 PM if eating dinner. 

09/15   DX Annual chapter picnic 

09/28-29 Fall Leadership Meeting, Louisville, 

KY. 

09/29   Fall Festival Parade, Overland Park, KS 

Editor’s Note (Greg Millican) 

Send news about your ancestor patriots, special 

events, career changes, history trips, etc., that may 

be included in the Delaware Crossing Patriot.  

You may reach me at 

Gregory.millican@gmail.com , and phone number 

(913) 268-4932. 

The President’s Corner 

 

By Kirk Rush 

 
Compatriots, 

Just a few months back many of our chapter 

members participated in a grave marking 

ceremony for fellow SAR compatriot and 34th 

President of the United States Dwight D. 

Eisenhower. This month I’d like to mention 

another well known compatriot. Who is NSSAR 

member 168082? None other than U.S. Senator 

John S. McCain III.  

My intent this month was to discuss what makes 

someone a true Patriot but as I was searching for 

subject material I kept thinking about Sen. 

McCain’s farewell message read publicly this past 

Monday by his is former top aide, Rick Davis: 

https://www.nbcnews.com/video/sen-john-

mccain-s-final-statement-read-by-close-friend-

rick-davis-1307350083842. It made me wonder if 

he perhaps was a member of the SAR; and indeed 

he was. His Patriot Ancestor was Capt. John 

Young of the Augusta County Virginia Militia. 

I believe Sen. McCain, in his farewell message, 

has summed up very nicely what it means to be a 

true patriot.  As individuals, we may or may not 

agree with his politics but I personally cannot 

doubt the sincerity of his farewell.  Even at the 

very end he was striving to make all of us realize 

that American is still the greatest country on earth 

in spite of our current political climate; that even 
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NEXT MEETING: 

When:     September 15   

Where: Antioch Park, 6501 Antioch Rd, 

Merriam KS, Shelter No. 1, 10 AM to 

2:00 PM 

Reservations & Cost:  For reservations, email 

Secretary@dxsar.com or call Preston 

Washington (816) 444-1198 by 3:00 

PM, the Wednesday before. 

Picnic price:  $12.00/person, age 13 & 

above; $6.00 for age 6 through 12 

Program:  Chapter annual picnic, food served 

at noon.  1:00 PM Memorial Service & Flag 

Retirement, at Fire Circle, Antioch Park. 
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though we may not agree with each other, we can 

still work together to find compromise and achieve 

the greater good for Our Country. We can all take 

a lesson from Sen. McCain: a True Patriot. 

(End of President’s Corner) 

 

 

 

August Chapter Meeting in Review: 

At the beginning of the chapter meeting, Kirk 

Rush received the documentation for his 

supplemental patriot, Samuel Whittemore.  The 

award was presented by Tim Peterman. 

 

 
1 Kirk Rush (left) receives supplemental from Tim Peterman. 

 

 

 

 

August 18 Program, “Pre-war Activities”: 

The speaker at the August chapter meeting was 

Matt Christiansen, history teacher at Blue Valley 

Northwest High School.   

 

2 Matt Christiansen, August program speaker. 

 

Presentation of Kansas state charter: 

Toward the end of the chapter meeting, Robert 

Sjolin, former president of Delaware Crossing 

Chapter (from 1997 to 1999) presented to the 

chapter the certificate (a copy) of the SAR charter 

for the state of Kansas, dated May 1950.  The 

charter for Delaware Crossing Chapter occurred in 

November 1960. 

 

3 Robert Sjolin (right) presented a copy of Kansas SAR charter to 
Kirk. 

 

Color Guardsmen Needed: 

At the end of the meeting, Ken Ludwig, Color 

Guardsmen commander, made an appeal for 

chapter members to join the color guard.  The 

color guard is the “face” of the Sons of the 

American Revolution organization and represent 
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the Delaware Crossing chapter at ceremonies, 

parades, chapter meetings, and special events.  

Uniforms are available from the chapter storage.  

Financial assistance, if needed, is also available 

from both the chapter level and the state level.  

Please contact Ken Ludwig to join the color 

guardsmen. 

 

(Article by Ken Ludwig): 

Our Forefathers Flags 

If you had school age daughters or 

granddaughters, you were probably exposed to the 

great debate surrounding the Twilight books, with 

the big question “Are you Team Edward or Team 

Jacob?”  Then there was the great discussion about 

“What Color is the Dress?”  

It seems we are surrounded by these “Great 

Debates” and the subject flag for this month, the 

Betsy Ross, has a long running discussion 

regarding it. 

 

4 Betsy Ross flag. 

The following article is from Wikipedia: a verbatim copy under the 
GFDL (GNU Free Documentation License). Used under Creative 
Commons Attribution – ShareAlike 3.0 policy, and Fair use and Fair 
dealing guidelines. Description of the use of the verbatim copy is 
found at www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright 

The Betsy Ross flag is an early design of the flag 

of the United States, popularly – but very likely 

incorrectly – attributed to Betsy Ross, using the 

common motifs of alternating red-and-white 

striped field with five-pointed stars in a blue 

canton. Grace Rogers Cooper noted that the first 

documented usage of this flag was in 1792. The 

flag features 13 stars to represent the original 13 

colonies with the stars arranged in a circle. 

Although this early version of an American flag is 

now commonly called the "Betsy Ross Flag," the 

claim by her descendants that Betsy Ross 

contributed to this design is not accepted by 

modern American scholars and vexillologists. 

The National Museum of American History notes 

that the story first entered into American 

consciousness about the time of the 

1876 Centennial Exposition celebrations.  In 1870, 

Ross's grandson, William J. Canby, presented a 

paper to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in 

which he claimed that his grandmother had "made 

with her hands the first flag" of the United 

States. Canby said he first obtained this 

information from his aunt Clarissa Sydney 

(Claypoole) Wilson in 1857, twenty years after 

Betsy Ross's death. Canby dates the historic 

episode based on Washington's journey to 

Philadelphia, in late spring 1776, a year before 

Congress passed the Flag Act. 

In the 2008 book The Star-Spangled Banner: The 

Making of an American Icon, Smithsonian experts 

point out that Canby's recounting of the event 

appealed to Americans eager for stories about the 

revolution and its heroes and heroines. Betsy Ross 

was promoted as a patriotic role model for young 

girls and a symbol of women's contributions to 

American history. Historian Laurel Thatcher 

Ulrich further explored this line of enquiry in a 

2007 article, "How Betsy Ross Became Famous: 

Oral Tradition, Nationalism, and the Invention of 

History." Ross biographer Marla Miller points out, 

however, that even if one accepts Canby's 

presentation, Betsy Ross was merely one of 

several flag makers in Philadelphia, and her only 

contribution to the design was to change the 6-

pointed stars to the easier 5-pointed stars. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Betsy_Ross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grace_Rogers_Cooper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteen_Colonies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteen_Colonies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vexillology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centennial_Exposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smithsonian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurel_Thatcher_Ulrich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurel_Thatcher_Ulrich
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According to the traditional account, the original 

flag was made in June 1776, when a small 

committee – including George 

Washington, Robert Morris and relative George 

Ross – visited Betsy and discussed the need for a 

new American flag. Betsy accepted the job to 

manufacture the flag, altering the committee's 

design by replacing the six-pointed stars with five-

pointed stars. 

Betsy Ross's story was published in 1870, 34 years 

after her death, by her only surviving grandson, 

William J. Canby, in a paper presented to 

the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in 

Philadelphia. The paper included stories he had 

heard from family members throughout the years. 

Canby's account has been the source of some 

debate. It is generally regarded as being neither 

proven nor disproven, and any evidence that may 

have once existed has been lost. It is worth 

pointing out that while modern lore may enhance 

the details of her story, Betsy Ross never claimed 

any contribution to the flag design except for the 

five-pointed star, which was simply easier for her 

to make.  

The main reason historians and flag experts do not 

believe that Betsy Ross designed or sewed the first 

American flag is a lack of historical evidence and 

documentation to support her story. 

• No records show that the Continental 

Congress had a committee to design 

the national flag in the spring of 1776. 

• Although George Washington had been a 

member of the Continental Congress, he had 

assumed the position of commander-in-chief 

of the Continental Army in 1775, so it would 

be unlikely that he would have headed a 

congressional committee in 1776. However 

he did serve on a committee with John Ross' 

uncle George Read in 1776 (see below). 

• There is no evidence to show that Betsy Ross 

and George Washington knew each other, or 

that George Washington was ever in her shop. 

However, George Ross and George 

Washington were both acquaintances of 

George Read in 1776, and he had frequent 

communication with both parties. 

• In letters and diaries that have surfaced, 

neither George Washington, Col. Ross, Robert 

Morris, nor any other member of Congress 

mentioned anything about a national flag in 

1776. Francis Hopkinson, a treasurer of loans 

and a consultant to the second congressional 

committee, has a naval design from 1780 

which was clearly a derivative of earlier 

designs. 

• The Flag Resolution of 1777 was the first 

documented meeting, discussion, or debate by 

Congress about a national flag. 

• It is not unusual that Ross, an upholsterer, 

would have been paid to sew flags. There was 

a sudden and urgent need for them, and other 

Philadelphia upholsterers were also paid to 

sew flags in 1777 and years following. 

Supporters of the Ross story make the following 

arguments: 

• Robert Morris was a business partner of John 

Ross, Betsy's cousin by marriage. He also had 

served with George Ross on the Marine 

Committee. 

• George Washington was in Philadelphia in 

Spring 1776, where he served on a committee 

with John Ross' uncle George Read, and 

Congress approved $50,000 for the acquisition 

of tents and "sundry articles" for the 

Continental Army. 

• On May 29, 1777, Betsy Ross was paid a large 

sum of money from the Pennsylvania State 

Navy Board for making flags. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Morris_(financier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Ross_(delegate)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Ross_(delegate)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_Society_of_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Read_(U.S._statesman)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Read_(U.S._statesman)
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• Morris was on the Marine Committee at the 

time the flag vote was taken as part of Marine 

Committee business. 

• Rachel Fletcher, Betsy Ross's daughter, gave 

an affidavit to the Betsy Ross story. 

• A painting which might be dated 1851 by Ellie 

Wheeler, allegedly the daughter of Thomas 

Sully, shows Betsy Ross sewing the flag. If 

the painting is authentic and the date correct, 

the story was known nearly 20 years before 

Canby's presentation to the Historical Society 

of Pennsylvania. 

The question "Who made the first American flag?" 

can only be given speculative answers. There are 

at least 17 flag makers and upholsterers who 

worked in Philadelphia during the time the flag 

was made. Margaret Manny is thought to have 

made the first Continental Colors (or Grand Union 

Flag), but there is no evidence to prove she also 

made the Stars and Stripes. Other flag makers of 

that period include Rebecca Young, Anne King, 

Cornelia Bridges, and flag painter William Barrett. 

Hugh Stewart sold a "flag of the United Colonies" 

to the Committee of Safety, and William Alliborne 

was one of the first to manufacture United States 

ensigns. Any flag maker in Philadelphia could 

have sewn the first American flag. According to 

Canby, there were other variations of the flag 

being made at the same time Ross was sewing the 

design that would carry her name. If true, there 

may not be one "first" flag, but many. 

As late as 1779, the War Board of Continental 

Congress had still not settled on what the Standard 

of the United States should look like. The 

committee sent a letter to General Washington 

asking his opinion, and submitting a design that 

included the serpent, as well as a number 

corresponding to the state which flew the flag. 

Francis Hopkinson is often given credit for the 

Betsy Ross design, as well as other 13-star 

arrangements. The Second Continental 

Congress passed the Flag Resolution on June 14, 

1777, establishing the first congressional standard 

for official United States ensigns. The shape and 

arrangement of the stars is not mentioned – there 

were variations – but the legal description gives 

the Ross flag legitimacy. 

Resolved, That the flag of the thirteen United 

States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; 

that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue 

field, representing a new constellation. 

In a 1780 letter to the Continental Board 

of Admiralty dealing with the Great Seal, 

Hopkinson mentioned patriotic designs he created 

in the past few years including "the Flag of the 

United States of America." He asked for 

compensation for his designs, but his claim was 

rejected on the basis that others also contributed to 

the design. Ross Biographer Marla Miller asserts 

that the question of Betsy Ross' involvement in the 

flag should not be one of design, but of 

production. Even so, history researchers must 

accept that the United States flag evolved, and did 

not have one designer. "The flag, like the 

Revolution it represents, was the work of many 

hands." 

To add to the mystery surrounding the first 

American flag, experts can only guess the reason 

Congress chose stripes, stars, and the colors red, 

white, and blue for the flag. Historians and experts 

discredit the common theory that the stripes and 

five-pointed stars derived from the Washington 

family coat of arms. While this theory adds to 

Washington's legendary involvement in the 

development of the first flag, no evidence – other 

than the obvious one that his coat of arms, like the 

Stars and Stripes, has stars and stripes in it – exists 

to show any connection between the two. 

Washington was aware that "most admire ... the 

trappings of elevated office," but for himself 

claimed "To me there is nothing in it."  However, 

he frequently used (for example, as his bookplate) 

his family coat of arms with three five-pointed red 

stars and three red-and-white stripes, on which is 

based the flag of the District of Columbia. The use 

of red and blue in flags at this time in history may 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Affidavit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Sully
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Sully
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Manny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Union_Flag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Union_Flag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebecca_Young_(flag_maker)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Committee_of_Safety_(American_Revolution)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gadsden_flag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Hopkinson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress#Second_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress#Second_Continental_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_Acts_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Admiralty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Seal_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coat_of_arms_of_George_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coat_of_arms_of_George_Washington
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derive from the relative fastness of 

the dyes indigo and cochineal, providing blue and 

red colors respectively, as aniline dyes were 

unknown. 

The true meaning of the symbols of the flag may 

be tied to ancient history. Stars were a device 

representing man's desire to achieve greatness. 

The common metaphor" reaching for the stars" 

developed from this idea. Stars of various shapes 

were also important symbols in 

European heraldry, and stars appears in colonial 

flags as early as 1676 Another possibility may 

come from Freemasonry. Benjamin Franklin, John 

Hancock, Robert Livingston, Paul Revere, and 

other important people of that period belonged to 

the fraternal order. Some may think they may have 

influenced the inclusion of stars in the American 

flag, however, stars of this type, although 

sometimes used as a decorative device, like 

pyramids, were not an important icon in 

Freemasonry. 

Stars carried various meanings in European 

heraldry, differing with the shape and number of 

points. Although early American flags featured 

stars with various numbers of points, the five-

pointed star is the defining feature of the Betsy 

Ross design, and became the norm 

on Navy Ensigns. This may have been simply 

because five-pointed stars were more clearly 

defined from a distance. The arrangement of the 

stars varied widely throughout the 18th and 19th 

centuries. The circular arrangement of the "Betsy 

Ross" design was seen as early as 1777 at the 

surrender of General John Burgoyne at Saratoga. 

Eyewitness Alfred Street wrote: 

The stars were disposed in a circle, symbolizing 

the perpetuity of the Union; the ring, like the 

circling serpent of the Egyptians, signifying 

eternity. The thirteen stripes showed with the stars 

the number of the United Colonies, and denoted 

the subordination of the States to the Union, as 

well as equality among themselves." 

The usage of stripes in the flag may be linked to 

two pre-existing flags. A 1765 Sons of 

Liberty flag flown in Boston had nine red and 

white stripes, and a flag used by Captain Abraham 

Markoe's Philadelphia Light Horse Troop in 1775 

had 13 blue and silver stripes. One or both of these 

flags likely influenced the design of the American 

flag. 

The most logical explanation for the colors of the 

American flag is that it was modeled after the first 

unofficial American flag, the Grand Union Flag. 

In turn the Grand Union Flag was probably 

designed using the colors of Great Britain's Union 

Jack. The colors of the Great Seal are the same as 

the colors in the American flag. To attribute 

meaning to these colors, Charles Thomson, who 

helped design the Great Seal, reported to Congress 

that "White signifies purity and innocence. Red 

hardiness and valor and Blue... signifies vigilance, 

perseverance and justice." 

There is a possibility that the circular star 

configuration of the Betsy Ross Flag was inspired 

by the circular star configuration as a halo in a 

painting by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo called "The 

Immaculate Conception", dated around 1767 to 

1769. It is a painting in the Prado collection in 

Spain. Francis Hopkinson had spent time with a 

friend named Benjamin West, an American painter 

who had studied painting in Italy during the time 

when Giovanni Battista was a sensation both at 

home and abroad. 

So do you believe Betsy Ross was the one to 

create this flag or not?  It may be like the Left 

Twix / Right Twix debate – it really does not 

matter because the end product is so good. 

 (End of Betsy Ross Flag article) 

 

 

 (End of Patriot newsletter) 
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